Correspondence.
To fhe Editor of The; Indian Medicae Gazette. Str,?In the July number of your Journal on the subject of Influenza and other Respiratory Infections you refer to some means of cleansing the upper air passages being one of the most urgent needs of the time. I would suggest the agency of smoking.
The practice of tobacco cigarette smoking is practically universal and the smoke is invariably inhaled into the upper air passages. We have thus a means of introducing into the upper air passages together with tobacco smoke some cleansing or antiseptic agent. By its irritating effects tobacco smoke induces an increase of secretions in% the upper air passages and also expectoration, resulting in expulsion of these accumulated secretions together with any organisms that might have adhered to them. Tobacco smoking would therefore be helpful, and in the case of those with whom smoking has become a confirmed habit, no inducement would be required to practise inhaling it. The remedial measure would therefore readily appeal to vast numbers of the world's population.
It is also possible that the exhalations of smoke loaded with antiseptic agents would have purifying effects on the vitiated air in cinema halls and other shows where many people are crowded together in a confined area. This suggestion, put in a practical form might be taken up by Messrs. Burroughs Wellcome & Co., or even by popular tobacco' manufacturers like Wills or Ogdens. / Yours, etc., W. L. BROOKES, Civil Surgeon. Katha, Burma, The 23rd' July, 1921. 
